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Audubon North Carolina is the state office of the

National Audubon Society representing 14,000

grassroots members and ten local chapters across

the state. With a century of conservation history

in North Carolina, Audubon strives to conserve

and restore the habitats we share with all wildlife,

focusing on the needs of birds. Audubon North

Carolina achieves its mission through a blend of

science-based research and conservation,

education and outreach, and advocacy. 

www.ncaudubon.org
www.ncaudubonblog.org



With the guidance of Heather Starck, who became Executive

Director of Audubon North Carolina in March 2011, our staff has

been developing a new strategic vision that integrates our

conservation goals with National Audubon Society’s expanded

vision of bird conservation. Every year, more than 10 billion birds

use the four major flyways in North America (Pacific, Central,

Mississippi, and Atlantic) to travel up and down the continent and

points beyond. Audubon is now aligning its conservation work

along these migratory corridors. 

To dovetail its work with the broader goals of the Atlantic Flyway,

Audubon North Carolina will continue existing initiatives such as

managing our coastal sanctuary system, researching migratory

species like the Piping Plover and Golden-winged Warbler on 

both ends of their migratory pathways, and defending Important

Bird Areas from threats such as mismanagement. 

At the same time, we are deepening our commitment to engage

diverse communities and individuals in our conservation efforts. In

the summer of 2011 we launched a pilot social marketing campaign

at Wrightsville Beach that engaged hundreds of beachgoers who

signed a pledge to “Be a Good Egg” and share the beach with

nesting birds. Many of these people, tourists and residents alike,

were unaware that some birds nest on the beach, but showed

immediate interest in protecting these vulnerable creatures. On the

opposite end of the state, “Treasure Highlands” is providing tools

and resources to Highlands Plateau residents who want to maintain

havens for birds and wildlife in their communities. And our ten

local chapters continue to advocate for conservation while

introducing hundreds of people to the joys of birding.

Audubon North Carolina’s efforts to protect North Carolina’s birds

and wildlife are not designed to benefit only birders and wildlife

watchers. Thriving populations of birds and wildlife indicate a

healthy environment. A healthy environment attracts people to live,

work, and raise families in the state. Audubon North Carolina’s

small staff of 12 makes a difference for birdlife, and our quality of

life, every day. As you’ll see in this report, our conservation work is

only possible because of the support of a robust network of chapters,

members, and partners who provide the strength that comes from a

collective vision. Thank you for your continued support.



Audubon wardens safeguard coastal birds

A statewide organization, Audubon North Carolina grew

out of a program focused on protecting the state’s coastal

and salt marsh birds. Walker Golder, Audubon’s first full-

time employee in the state, began his tenure with National

Audubon Society in 1989 when he was hired to manage

the organization’s network of 19 coastal sanctuaries in

North Carolina ranging from Currituck Sound in the

northeastern corner of the state to Battery Island south of

Wilmington. The Wrightsville Beach native has devoted

his career to protecting coastal birds such as the graceful

Black Skimmer and the feisty, fist-sized Least Tern. In the

longstanding tradition of Audubon wardens, Walker and

his team of dedicated biologists, Lindsay Addison and

Katie Bullard, rise before the sun and work long hours to

steward North Carolina’s precious birdlife. Audubon’s

North Carolina coastal sanctuaries are critical to birds,

supporting an average of 37% of North Carolina’s coastal

waterbird population every year.

[ P R O F I L E S  I N  C O N S E R V A T I O N ]



Protecting the past and preparing for the future 

Under the soft green canopy of live oaks, in the rustling grasses of Currituck Sound, and in

freshwater pools teeming with birdlife, change is underway at the Donal C. O'Brien, Jr.

Sanctuary and Audubon Center at Pine Island. Tenacious birders wade and boat through

marshes under the night sky, listening for the rattling calls of secretive marsh birds like the Black

Rail. Center Director Mark Buckler leads a group of visitors on a hike through a maritime

forest, stirring up migratory warblers. And Chandler Sawyer, an eighth generation Currituck

County native, watches thousands of ducks feeding in impoundments he carefully manages to

attract waterfowl. During Audubon’s second year of management at Pine Island, Audubon staff,

community leaders, and partners are creating a plan for the sanctuary that embraces the heritage

of northeastern North Carolina, while preparing for the changes the rising sea level will bring to

this low-lying region. 

“ S O  I  W E N T,  A N D  I N  T H O S E  M A G I C A L  M O M E N T S  O F  T H A T  M A R C H

S U N R I S E ,  I  K N E W  T H A T  T H I S  W A S  A  P R O P E R T Y  T H A T  H A D  T O  B E

S A V E D  F O R  T H E  A G E S . ”  –  D O N A L  C .  O ’ B R I E N ,  J R . ,  F O R M E R

B O A R D  C H A I R  O F  T H E  N A T I O N A L  A U D U B O N  S O C I E T Y



Building bridges to benefit birdlife

Leading a group of birders on a walk during fall migration,

Curtis Smalling hears a distinctive sound overhead. He tells

the group that it’s the call note of a Rose-breasted Grosbeak,

which sounds like “tennis shoes on a gym floor.” He explains

how most songbirds migrate at night and use call notes to stay

together. The trip participants listen raptly, while keeping their

binoculars poised for fly-by warblers. Curtis’s passion for birds

and bird conservation is contagious. A natural collaborator, he

has developed partnerships from the statewide to the

international level to research and protect imperiled species

like the Golden-winged and Cerulean Warbler. He works with

a veritable army of devoted chapter volunteers and student

interns who help Audubon North Carolina in countless ways.

“When people get outside and monitor birds they start to have

a real sense of responsibility for the birds they encounter,” says

Curtis. “Nothing provides a stronger connection for people

than knowing how their local bird communities are doing.”

[ P R O F I L E S  I N  C O N S E R V A T I O N ]



Bettering the world through birding

Posted on the Audubon NC blog (www.ncaudubonblog.org) on May 9, 2011

Big news from this year’s second Friday bird walk at Mason Inlet at

Wrightsville Beach: Least Terns have arrived. This fact was made evident

when a pair of Fish Crows flew across the Waterbird Management Area

and was set upon by no less than seven adult terns, who escorted the

crows out of their chosen nesting site. Following the commotion, one

tern landed in an open sandy spot between the dunes. After a brief look

around, the tern sidled over to a small depression in the sand and

promptly sat down in a very dutiful nesting manner. I couldn’t see eggs,

but the posture had all the hallmarks of “family in progress.”-- Andy

Wood, Education Director, Audubon North Carolina

For more than two decades, Andy Wood has been offering his unique

and entertaining perspective on the natural world to thousands of people

who join him for field trips and outreach programs, or listen to his radio

program on public radio WHQR in Wilmington. With humor and

enthusiasm, Andy connects people to the natural world every day.



S A V I N G
S I G N A T U R E
S P E C I E S

Coastal waterbirds
Audubon North Carolina’s coastal sanctuaries, under the watchful

eyes of Audubon wardens, link 19 islands that provide a refuge for

more than a third of the state’s nesting waterbirds and shorebirds,

some 25,000 pairs of breeding birds representing 24 species. The

sanctuaries are home to 104 pairs of American Oystercatchers 

(28% of North Carolina’s breeding population), more than 

700 pairs of Least Terns, 5,678 pairs of Royal Terns, and more 

than 1,000 pairs of Sandwich Terns. 2011 was a banner nesting

season for Audubon’s coastal sanctuaries.

> Approximately 75 pairs of American Oystercatchers nested on

islands in the Lower Cape Fear River, one of the greatest

concentrations of this species in North Carolina. Audubon manages

these islands in cooperation with the State of North Carolina and

the Army Corps of Engineers. 

> Brown Pelican numbers on Audubon Sanctuaries increased 14% to

2,071 pairs since the last state population survey in 2007.

> With the support of the Town of Wrightsville Beach, Audubon

biologists managed a nesting area at Masonboro Inlet that provided

excellent habitat for 118 Black Skimmer and 305 Least Tern nests,

an increase of 45% and 280%, respectively, from last year. At least 

55 Least Terns nested at Mason Inlet Waterbird Management Area,

a site on the north end of Wrightsville that Audubon manages in

partnership with New Hanover County and the Town of

Wrightsville Beach. These Least Tern colonies represented over 

10% of the state nesting population. 



American Oystercatcher
“This fine bird is most striking in appearance and exceedingly

conspicuous. Broadly marked in solid brown-blacks and whites, with a

large, brilliant vermillion-colored bill, red eyelids, and a large yellow

eye, there is no possibility of ever mistaking it for anything but what it

is—the feathered king of the shell-strewn sand-beaches.” (Birds of North

Carolina, T. Gilbert Pearson, C. S. Brimley, and H. H. Brimley, 1919) 

Found on North Carolina’s beaches and islands throughout the year, the

American Oystercatcher is listed as a “Species of High Concern” in the

United States. The main threats to this shy shorebird include its low

population (11,000 birds on the East Coast), widespread loss of beach

habitat, recreational disturbance, beach stabilization, and predators that

thrive in the presence of people. In partnership with N.C. State

University, U.S. Geological Survey, N.C. Wildlife Resources

Commission, and other partners, Audubon North Carolina launched the

American Oystercatcher Conservation Initiative, the largest study ever

conducted for a shorebird species in the state. 

The three-year study will assess the productivity of oystercatchers

nesting on beaches, natural islands, and dredged-sand islands, and will

identify the factors that contribute to nest and chick loss. Studies of

migration and winter habitats will document the distribution,

abundance, and potential threats at these areas. The research will shed

light on the importance of the North Carolina coast to oystercatchers

that breed in other states and determine where North Carolina’s

breeding oystercatchers spend the off-season. Understanding the factors

that contribute to nest and chick loss will allow biologists help increase

survivorship and nesting success. 



Golden-winged Warbler
Following completion of a four year cooperative research project on

the Golden-winged Warbler, Audubon North Carolina staff worked

with partners to analyze the data and develop habitat management

guidance that is being used by federal and state land managers, and

private land owners to benefit Golden-winged Warblers and many

other early successional species. Audubon North Carolina is playing

a key role in the Golden-winged Working Group, a partnership that

has developed plans for impacting up to 250,000 acres per decade

within defined areas until the species’ population is restored to pre-

1970 levels (about a 50% increase over today’s population estimate). 

Researching North Carolina birdlife
> Audubon North Carolina staff produced a new edition of

Important Bird Areas of North Carolina, a full-color publication

(available online at ncaudubonblog.org) with detailed descriptions 

of 96 sites comprising nearly 4.9 million acres that are critical to

birdlife. Hundreds of dedicated volunteer birders and Audubon

chapter members helped gather data for the new edition.

> Audubon North Carolina biologists have contributed to nearly 

50 scientific research studies and publications over the years. Their

research is used by other conservation agencies and is applied in the

field to benefit birds and their habitats. Please visit ncaudubon.org

for more information about these studies.

S A V I N G  S I G N A T U R E  S P E C I E S



Lea-Hutaff Island
Thanks to a generous donation from Fred and Alice Stanback, in 2010

Audubon North Carolina purchased a 35.7-acre tract on Lea-Hutaff

Island, one of the state’s last undeveloped barrier islands. The Lea-

Hutaff Important Bird Area is a haven for birds such as Wilson’s

Plover, American Oystercatcher, and Black Skimmer and represents

the southernmost regular breeding site for Piping Plover, a federally

threatened bird named for its melodic call. The marshes are home to

Clapper Rails, rare Saltmarsh Sparrows, wading birds, and waterfowl.

Located in Pender County between Topsail and Figure Eight Islands,

migrating and wintering shorebirds numbering in the thousands flock

here during migration. The island is a popular destination for

beachgoers who enjoy walking, swimming, and fishing. Audubon

North Carolina, the North Carolina Coastal Land Trust, and the State

of North Carolina have worked together to protect the island for close

to a decade. Audubon manages the new tract as part of its coastal

sanctuary system. 

Donal C. O’Brien, Jr. Sanctuary and 
Audubon Center at Pine Island 
Upon joining the Pine Island staff as Habitat and Resource Manager

in the fall of 2010, Chandler Sawyer immediately began restoring

targeted areas of the 2,650-acre sanctuary to enhance habitats for

waterfowl and other wildlife. He prepared four freshwater

impoundments for migratory waterfowl by installing pumps to control

water levels. Thousands of ducks, mostly Green-winged Teal,

Northern Pintail, and Mallard, wintered in the ponds, and in the

spring, migratory shorebirds stopped over during their travels.

Chandler successfully burned one-third of the marsh areas in the

sanctuary to increase plant production and prevent the invasion of

woody species.

P R O T E C T I N G  I M P O R T A N T  B I R D  A R E A S



Cape Hatteras National Seashore
Decades of unregulated beach driving have pushed the birds at Cape

Hatteras National Seashore — a globally significant IBA — to the

brink. Populations of waterbirds that nest on the Seashore's beaches,

like Least Terns and Black Skimmers, plummeted 84% from 1997 to

2007. Rare sea turtles were also suffering alarming declines. In the fall

of 2007 Audubon and other conservation groups successfully pushed

for a temporary science-based management plan, which, in just four

years, has enabled these birds and turtles to make a comeback.

In 2011 nesting birds and sea turtles continued their recovery under

science-based protection guidelines developed by Audubon and

partners. With the sea turtle nesting season still underway in early

September, 147 nests had been counted, approaching the all-time

record of 153 nests set in 2010. Nesting terns, skimmers, plovers and

oystercatchers have also continued their success. 

In July 2011 the National Park Service proposed new, permanent

regulations for off-road vehicle use on the Seashore's beaches that

jeopardize much-needed wildlife protections and put the future for

birds like the Piping Plover, Least Tern, Black Skimmer, and many

other shorebird species in doubt. The proposed regulation will control

what happens at Cape Hatteras for decades and set a precedent for

other national parks. As written, the regulation does not mandate

specific, science-based protections for the wildlife that depends on the

Seashore and it provides only a few areas for families to safely enjoy

vehicle-free beaches. 

Audubon and its partner organizations coordinated a citizen response

to the proposed regulation and also submitted detailed comments to

the National Park Service. Audubon is working to insure that the Park

Service will revise the plan so that it guarantees adequate space and 

A D V O C A T I N G  
F O R  B I R D S  
&  I M P O R T A N T  
B I R D  A R E A S



protections for wildlife, while still allowing responsible

beach driving in some areas so that all visitors can fully

enjoy this national treasure.

Coastal engineering
Despite a hard fight by conservation groups, Senate Bill

110 passed the N.C. General Assembly during the 2011

legislative session, toppling a 26-year-old ban on hardened

structures on North Carolina beaches. The bill will allow

up to four terminal groins to be built at inlets along the

coast “under certain conditions.” Audubon North Carolina

signed onto a letter with 32 other environmental groups

urging Governor Beverly Perdue to veto the jetty bill, but

the governor did not veto the bill. Terminal groins cause

increased erosion, harm birds and other wildlife, and will

permanently scar North Carolina’s beautiful coastline.

Audubon North Carolina will continue to work with

communities to monitor this issue.



“ A U D U B O N  N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  I S  L E A D I N G  T H E  W A Y  I N  A D D R E S S I N G  T H E

C O N S E R V A T I O N  N E E D S  O F  B I R D S ,  N O T  O N LY  I N  T H E  B R E E D I N G  G R O U N D S  B U T

T H R O U G H O U T  T H E I R  A N N U A L  L I F E  C Y C L E . ”  – M A T T  J E F F R E Y,  S E N I O R  P R O G R A M

M A N A G E R ,  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  A L L I A N C E S  P R O G R A M ,  N A T I O N A L  A U D U B O N  S O C I E T Y



> Piping Plovers spend over half of their annual cycle away from

their breeding sites. The habitats they depend on during migration

and winter are just as important as breeding habitats and adult

survival away from the breeding grounds is essential to the stability

and recovery of the Piping Plover population. For years, the

whereabouts of the Atlantic Coast Piping Plover population during

winter was poorly understood. During the 2006 International

Piping Plover Census, biologists found 417 Piping Plovers

wintering in The Bahamas. In 2011, an international team of

shorebird biologists, including Walker Golder, traveled to The

Bahamas in search of wintering Piping Plovers and found more

than 1,000 birds. Audubon North Carolina and Audubon’s

International Alliances Program are working with the Bahamas

National Trust to protect the species’ key wintering areas.

> Seven percent of the North American Wood Thrush population

breeds in the forests of North Carolina. Audubon North Carolina is

working to protect this species on both ends of its migratory

pathway by helping biologists in the wintering grounds in Nicaragua

gain the experience and tools needed for bird conservation. In 2011,

Audubon North Carolina provided equipment and support to

initiate Wood Thrush conservation at a privately owned IBA (El

Jaguar) in Nicaragua. The organization also sponsored a meeting for

managers of 32 of the 33 IBAs in Nicaragua that provided a forum

for the national government to recognize these important places and

assess their current status. “This meeting was the first of its kind in

the Western Hemisphere,” says Matt Jeffrey. “Bringing together the

resource managers from across the country is an impressive first step

in addressing the conservation needs of the Important Bird Area

system in Nicaragua.” 

P R O T E C T I N G
C O R R I D O R S  
F O R  M I G R A T O R Y
B I R D S



> Audubon North Carolina and a variety of partners launched the

Treasure Highlands initiative in 2011. The project is helping

residents of the Highlands Plateau manage their property in

conservation-friendly ways and connecting people with citizen

science and volunteer opportunities in the region. A website

(treasurehighlands.org) serves as a clearinghouse for environmental

activities and volunteer opportunities.

> Audubon North Carolina staff is assisting private landowners

who want to manage their property to benefit birds and wildlife.

Thanks to support from the Grace Jones Richardson Trust,

Audubon staff developed management plans for more than 2,000

acres of land in 2010 and expects to complete plans and agreements

for 20,000 acres by the end of 2012. 

> With guidance from Cissie Brooks, Marine Science Coordinator

at Wrightsville Beach Elementary School, a group of fifth graders

became deeply involved in Audubon’s conservation work. As part 

of a unit on coastal birds, more than 50 students designed creative

signs for bird-nesting areas and posted them at Mason Inlet

Waterbird Management Area in March 2011. Many thanks to 

all the students, parents, and Cissie Brooks for their commitment 

to North Carolina's birdlife. 

> In spring 2011 volunteer birders assisted Pine Island Center

Director Mark Buckler with the challenging task of scouring the

sanctuary’s marshes for rails and other marsh birds. This baseline

study will help staff evaluate the future success of habitat 

restoration work. 

B U I L D I N G
C O M M U N I T I E S
F O R
C O N S E R V A T I O N  



> To improve Audubon North Carolina’s ability to engage people in

conservation, staff will update and add to facilities at Pine Island.

Frank Harmon, architect, and his team completed a conceptual site

plan for the sanctuary with input from a variety of stakeholders.

The plan is designed to protect the integrity of the historic

structures at Pine Island, including the 1913 hunting lodge, while

adding low impact “green” infrastructure that will provide greater

opportunities and access for the public.

Working together for birds

> In 2010-2011 Audubon North Carolina expanded its

conservation education programs by offering kayaking and birding

trips at the Pine Island Sanctuary in addition to outreach programs

and field trips in southeastern North Carolina. 2,700 people 

participated in these activities. Audubon North Carolina’s outreach

programs are reaching more new audiences than ever before. 

> In June 2011, Audubon North Carolina kicked off the Good

Egg/Share the Beach initiative, an effort to help people learn more

about species like Least Terns and Black Skimmers that nest on

North Carolina’s beaches every spring and summer. Twenty

volunteers helped Audubon staff talk to people at Wrightsville

Beach, asking them to sign a pledge to “Be a good egg” and share

the beach with birds. A new website (goodeggnc.org) allows anyone

to take the pledge online. Close to 900 people had signed the

pledge by September 2011. The Good Egg campaign, funded by

TogetherGreen, International Paper Foundation, and Cape Fear

Audubon Society, is raising awareness about the simple steps we

can all take to protect the birds that travel long distances to raise

their young on North Carolina beaches. 



B U I L D I N G  C O M M U N I T I E S  F O R  C O N S E R V A T I O N

> Intern Julia Roberts made great strides for Audubon North Carolina in 2010-2011. A

student at Watauga High School in Boone, Julia built a filter list for an eBird.org portal

for Nicaragua and helped with an analysis of Watchlist and other priority species in

North Carolina. She helped make the new LEED-certified Watauga High School more

bird-friendly by reducing window strikes (birds colliding with windows). And she worked

with preschoolers and teachers to develop a program to counteract Nature Deficit

Disorder at Valle Crucis Elementary School. 

> In 2010, Audubon North Carolina staff organized the Holly Shelter-Lea Hutaff

Circle, a new count circle for the Christmas Bird Count, the longest-running citizen

science program in the world. The circle includes Holly Shelter-Angola Bay and 



Lea-Hutaff Island Important Bird Areas and comprises a variety 

of habitats including beach, salt marsh, bottomland swamp, and

longleaf pine savanna. Twenty-five volunteers contributed their

time and expertise to locate over 140 species of birds, including

Pacific Loon and Red-cockaded Woodpecker.

> In 2010-2011, Audubon North Carolina continued to expand and

engage a virtual community of more than 5,000 supporters through

a variety of online outlets, including an online action center that

circulates policy alerts and a monthly e-newsletter, and social media

sites Facebook and Twitter. This year the number of Audubon

North Carolina’s Facebook fans reached 1,150, an increase of almost

50% in one year. These online venues are becoming increasingly

important communities where Audubon and its supporters share

stories about conservation successes and challenges. 

Making connections

> In June 2010 the T. Gilbert Pearson Audubon Society dedicated a

bird watching observation platform at Southwest Park in Guilford

County that resulted from a great partnership. The Piedmont Triad

Regional Water Authority provided the land for the overlook, the

Audubon Society provided the material, the Southern Guilford

High School carpentry class provided the labor, and Southwest

Park managed the project. The Audubon Overlook offers visitors a

chance to see the more than 100 bird species living in the area.

> In early 2011, the Great Smoky Mountains Audubon Society

became the tenth chapter of National Audubon Society in North

Carolina. The chapter’s mission is to promote an awareness and

appreciation of nature and to encourage responsible environmental

stewardship through education, protection, conservation and



restoration of natural ecosystems, focusing on birds, other 

wildlife, and their habitats. Based in Maggie Valley, the chapter 

has already been active in the N.C. Birding Trail, hawk watching,

and other projects. 

> High Country Audubon Society hosted a successful Audubon

North Carolina annual meeting in May 2011 in Blowing Rock.

The 105 attendees enjoyed field trips to Important Bird Areas

including Grandfather Mountain and Elk Knob, symposia about

local and statewide conservation efforts, and great local

entertainment and dining. Many thanks to High Country 

for a memorable meeting.

Heroes in Conservation 

> At the 2010 Pearson Society weekend in Blowing Rock, Len

Pardue received the T. Gilbert Pearson Society Award. A former

Audubon North Carolina board member, Len is an active member

of the Elisha Mitchell Audubon Society. His many contributions

to bird conservation include helping manage the Beaver Lake

Sanctuary, a birding hotspot in Asheville managed by the 

society, and working to build a sustainable future for this vibrant

local chapter. 

B U I L D I N G  C O M M U N I T I E S  F O R  C O N S E R V A T I O N



At the 2011 Annual Meeting in Blowing Rock, Audubon North

Carolina recognized several key partners with awards.

> Bob Cherry was named Honorary Warden in recognition of his

tireless efforts to protect the birds and other natural resources of 

the Blue Ridge Parkway. He has worked with Audubon and other

partners on Yellow-bellied Sapsucker research and a host of

monitoring projects. 

> Volunteer of the Year Doris Ratchford has made incredible

contributions to Audubon’s work. She has been instrumental in

developing the Treasure Highlands website, updating the national

IBA database for ncaudubonblog.org, and assisting High Country

Audubon Society in a variety of capacities, including web design. 

> Audubon awarded the Grandfather Mountain Stewardship

Foundation with the Bird Lore Bird Education Award. For many

decades the Stewardship Foundation (formerly known as

Grandfather Mountain, Inc.) has shared the wonders of

Grandfather Mountain with hundreds of thousands of visitors. 

The staff demonstrates great professionalism and enthusiasm

whether they are conducting programs for school children or

conducting research on the flora and fauna of this IBA. 



Y O U  M A K E  A  D I F F E R E N C E

Financial Report for Fiscal Year 2011 
(July 1, 2010 - June 30, 2011)

With a small staff spread across the state, Audubon North Carolina

knows how critical partnerships and collaboration are to our mission

of protecting habitats for birds and other wildlife. We are pleased to

report that thanks to the generosity of our many supporters and

important relationships with our conservation partners, we finished

the year with a balanced budget.  Individuals and foundations

contributed $426,877 in this fiscal year. We thank all of the donors,

foundations, government agencies, and organizations who support

Audubon's mission in North Carolina. 
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Salary and fringe $715,593 57%

Consultant, legal, travel $195,713 16%

Support services to NAS $162,827 13%

Facilities, operation, management $141,801 11%

Promotion, events $42,192 3%

F I S C A L  Y E A R  2 0 1 1  R E V E N U E

Investment income $431,331  35%

Contributions $426,877 34%

Government grants $192,709 15%

Department/restricted transfer $150,700 12%

Transfer from reserve $ 32,724      3%

Earned income $ 15,992      1%

3%
Promotion, events



W I N G S  O F  S U P P O R T
Audubon North Carolina is deeply grateful to all the individuals, agencies,

organizations, and foundations that supported our work this fiscal year, from July 1,

2010 to June 30, 2011. Thank you for your commitment to protecting birds and their

habitats in North Carolina.
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Betty and Dr. Norman Camp
Sybil and Worth Campbell

Kate Finlayson and 
Chris Canfield

Dr. J. H. Carter III
Margaret and Stephen Chandler
Robert Cherry
Christine and Robert Choinski
C. E. Christmas
Rodolfo Cilento
Sean Clarke
Stephanie and Robert Cohen
Sue Ann Cole
Karen Conway
Ann L. Corbly
Cathy Jo and Carlton Craft
Joan H. Cunningham
Martha Cutler
Lois Cutter
W. Eugene Danneberg
Alexander T. Davison
Fred H. Deaton, Jr.
Shelly Benson and Mike

Desposito
Robin and Manuel Diaz

Linda and Brian Dillon
Thomas Dillon
Genevieve Lykes Dimmitt
Lois Eaton
Charlotte Anne Elleman
Patricia G. Elsaesser
Mary Lou and Carl Eycke
Lynn E. Ezell, M.D.
Carver and Edmund Farrar
Barry Fielman
Kass Fincher
Harriet and J. Lawrence Frank
Nicholas Frankel
Deborah French
Carole and Frank Gailor
Mr. and Mrs. George Gale
Judy Gale
Mr. and Mrs. Gallaher
Alan Gamache
Harold Garrish
Margaret and Gardner Gidley
Gerry Gilbert
Suzanne Glascock

Geoffrey Gledhill
Gene Goldston
Ernesto Gonzalez
Nancy and Roger Gorham
Thomas M. Goss
Judith Grant
Linda Greenberg
Linda Haak
Pamela Timmons and 

Perry Haaland
Dr. and Mrs. Norton Hadler
Harry Hall
Kathleen Hannah
Dr. John R. Harding
Paul G. Haskell
Nancy and Donald Haynes
Carol and Dennis Heffernan
Holly Hoag
Richard Hodel
Colleen Hodson
Ashley and Wanny Hogewood
Julia Holmes
Elizabeth Holsten

C. Royce Hough
John Hudson
Dorothy Inglis
Fran and E. Wayne Irvin
Susan Posey and William Jacobs
Vicki and Harold James
Odette M. Janavel
Hillary Jackson and Matt Jeffery
Keith Jensen
Tom John
Donna Johnston
Van Jones
Eleanor M. Jordan
Martha Kane
Leah Karpen
Carol and Edward Kaufman
Beverly Kaveney
Mary Keefe
Ellen and James Kelly
Barbara and Leon Kendrick
Gloria Kiner
Cynthia King
Mr. and Mrs. William Knox



Dwight Koeberl
Jenny Kotora-Lynch
Cathryn and Richard Laidlaw
Barbara and Stanley Lander
Debbie and Bill Landry
Tyre Lasitter
Rebecca Leager
Gay and Richard Lefebvre
Merrill Lester                                                                                                
Emilie and Douglas Lewis                                                                                      
Nancy Little
Jeffrey Llewellyn
Frederick Lobdell
John Loyd
Tim G. Maby
Claudia Mangel
Renea Manning
Carol and Keith Martin
Lydia McCauley
Robert Lee McCauley
Jeanne McChesney
Mr.and Mrs. Don McCormick
Marie Helen McGlone
Fred McGuirt
Stephen McInnis
William McLester
Lou McMillion
Melinda Meade
Lester Merrill
Margaret Milliman
Ann Millwood
Gill and Pamela Minor
Patricia Mitchell
Herman Moll
Clark Moore
Barbara C. Morse
E. J. B. Murdoch
Jean Murphy
Betsy Murrelle

Michael Nagorski
Sandra and David Netting
Lt. Col. John Nichols 

USAF Ret
Ann Noack
Mary Lou and 

Frederick Norcross
Annelee Ochel
Lesa O'Neal
Monroe Pannell
Bill Parlier
Ms. Betty Paterson
Mr. and Mrs. Carroll Peacock
Wade Penny
Jean and J. Dickson Phillips
Jennifer and Robert Pierce
Anne Poole
Kay and Edwin Poole
Virginia Price
Ann Pridgen
Terry Pridgen
Lucy Quintilliano
Dick Ransom
Perry Rawson
Carol and Karsten Rist
Lincoln Roberts
Charlotte and Chuck Roe
Arthur and Ann Roede
Ruth Roghelia
Mary Ross
Charles Rowan
Andrea Rowe
Rosa Patton and Ron Rozzelle
Dr. James Ruff
Susie and John Ruhl
Patricia Rusch
Alice Sangster
Harriet Sato
Maggie Schlubach

Mary Riley and Dan Schmidt
John E. Schott
Muriel Schroeder
Amy Schwab
Denise and Gary Schweizer
Hubert Shaw, Jr.
Edwin Shealy
Richard Shirley
Scott Shore
Louis Shores
Mildred Siderman
Cheryl Siegel
Walter Sinclair, Jr.
Barbara Sites
Evelyn L. Smith
Norfleet Smith
Laurie and David Sobczak
Miriam Solleder
Nancy Sommer
Susan Souhrada
Ursula Spalding
Bob Spearman
Lloyd Spencer
Mary Inscoe and Brant

Sprunger
Meredith Stewart
Mary Storms
Mr. and Mrs. John Stowers
Edward Sturm
Larilyn Swanson
Nancy Talbert
Robert Telford
Dorothy Terhune
Janice Terry
Edward Testa
H. C. Thacher
The Soffian Family
Stuart Thomas, Jr.
Daphne Thompson

Joyce Thorpe
Cynthia Trescott
Stuart Tuffnell
Sharon Vanaernam
Rebecca Van Patton
Mr. and Mrs. Boyd Vaughan
Carolyn Vaughn
Vera Venturino
Kathleen and Richard Wagoner
Margaret Wainwright
John B. Walker
Alex Warlick, Jr.
Elizabeth Waters
Patty and Norman Watson
Dean Weber
Kendrick Weeks
John S. Weske
Paul West
Patricia J. Westphal
Jennifer White
Helen and Carl Williams
Susan Wolff
Elizabeth Wood
James Woods
James Woodward
Linda Wootten
James Worrell
Eleanor and George Wright
Susan Wyatt
Cynthia Yager
Patricia Wisch and 

William Yancey
Agnes Yoos
Robert Yurgal

T. Gilbert Pearson
Society
Annual gifts of $1,000 or more

Susan and David Baker
Karen and Joe Bearden
Anne Belanger
Cathy Dolan and Rob

Bierregaard
Marjorie and Clem Bribitzer
Dr. and Mrs. Malcolm M.

Brown
Betty Gray and Bill Davis
Pat and Charlton Davis
Linda and Larry Davis
Kerstin and Robert Doherty
Avary and Gerry Doubleday
Sheila and Alex Ewing
Cynthia Fox
Lena Gallitano
Patricia Geiger
Mary Price Harrison
Teddy Lovejoy and Tom Henkel
Mary and Jonathan Howes
Patty and Brock Hutchins
Sue and Jack Jezorek
Irene and Raymond Kandt
Ellen and Bill Kealy
Margaret and Thomas Limbert
Lee Armstrong and Mike

Lumpkin
Diane and Phil Manning
Mary Allen and Jim Martin
Esther and Len Pardue
Bonnie L. Parker
Frances and James Parnell
Cary and David Paynter
Stuart Paynter
Juanita Roushdy

Betty Anne and Gary Schenk
Margaret and Tom Scott
Janice and Don Shure
Cheryl and James Smithwick
Jenny and Jack Spruill
Alice and Fred Stanback, Jr.
Nancy Popkin and Mark

Stanback
Nancy and William Stanback
Teresa and Maurice Tosé
Mary Ellen and Karl von der

Heyden
Barbara and Richard Yates

Gifts were made 
in honor of
Lindsay Addison and Andy

Wood by Daniel Harvey
Rachael Blackman and 

Tim White by MacKenzie
Goldthwaite

Marjorie and Mike Foote by
Gail Hall

Miss Isabel Griffiths by 
Anne Griffiths

Rilyn Grinch by Donna Tucker
Jan and Cy Hitchcock by 

Nancy Gale
Dr. Bob Holmes by Nancy and

Joseph Freemon, Jr.
Ellen and Bill Kealy by Jacki

and Matthew Tengi and
friends

Mom and Dad by Ron Hudnell
Francis Parnell by Delores Kirk
Ida Phillips by Elizabeth

Holsten
Betty J. Rapp by Dorothy 

P. Stowe



Harriet Sato by Betty Rapp
Margaret Scott by Patricia Beyle

Gifts were made in
memory of
Bob Baum by Peggy Winslow
Dorothy Brownell by HKS

Hardware and 
Hollow Metal Inc.

Kenneth Cooke by 
Sarah K. Jordan

Jenny Crittenden by Helen and
George McCall, Jr. & 
Sara and David Dobson

Zalia Carowan Fowler by 
Ann Boonn

Forrest W. Goldston by 
Jimmy Goldston

Carolyn Simmons by 
Wendy Sessions

Robert Sparks by Shari Broesler
Stuart W. Thomas, Sr. by

Patricia and Edgar Cliborne

Gifts in Kind 
Todd Arcos
Avenel Homeowners and 

the Avenel Boat Facility
Association

Bobby Barksdale
Karen and Joe Bearden
Rachel Berman
Audrey Booth
Blair Bowers
Loretta Brady
Terry Britton
Steven Bullock
Kevin Caldwell
Sue Cameron
Candace Carpenter
Dottie Carter
Monica Catanach
Bob Cherry
Ken Cherry
Rachel Clark
Brenda Combs
Linda Craney
Phil Dickinson
Maria de Bruyn
Robin Diaz
Harvey Eader
Linda Gaines
Ecoquest Travel
John Ennis
Patricia Escobedo
Jeremy Evans
Estate of Honey Wilson
Fletcher Fairey

Cara Foucht
Katherine Frazier
John Gerwin
Jennifer Gilbreath
Bob Greene
John Haire
Julie Hale
Kathy Hannah
Amy Hanson
Frank Helms
Margaret Herring
Zane Hovis
Claudia Jones
Chris Kelly
Carissa Kennison
Alexander Krings
Jeff Lewis
Jeremy Midgett
Kathy Mitchell
Barbara Morgan
Chet Morris
Travis Morris
Donald Mullaney
Andy Newbern
Janet Palmer
Morgan Parker
Cary and David Paynter
Ann Pierce
Tom Pierson 

Kimberly Porter
Doris Ratchford
Matthew P. Rowe
Susan Ruiz-Evans
Mary Samuels
Dare Schenck
Mary Jane Seipler
Kyle Smalling
Barbara Snead
Chris Stafford
Nathan Swick
Theo Davis Printing
Brandon Wallace
Kendrick Weeks
Donna Wright
Malcolm Wright

Conservation Partners
Through grants, contributions, and
matching funds, these
organizations and institutions
substantially supported Audubon
North Carolina’s programs.
Becton Dickinson Foundation
Blue Ridge Parkway Foundation
Cape Fear Garden Club
Duke Energy Foundation

Matching Gifts Program

Home Depot Foundation
Earth Share of North Carolina
EcoQuest Travel
Educational Foundation of

America
Energy Foundation
GlaxoSmithKline Foundation
Home Depot Foundation
Institutional Investor Inc.

Matching Gifts Program
International Monetary Fund
International Paper Foundation
Moore Charitable Foundation
National Fish and Wildlife

Foundation
National Oceanographic and

Atmospheric Administration
National Science Foundation
New Hanover County
North Carolina Department 

of Environment, Health 
and Natural Resources

TogetherGreen, an alliance
between Audubon and Toyota

We thank all of our
local chapters for their
ongoing support
Audubon Society of 

Forsyth County
Cape Fear Audubon Society
Elisha Mitchell Audubon

Society
Great Smoky Mountains

Audubon Society
High Country Audubon Society
Highlands Plateau 

Audubon Society
Mecklenburg Audubon Society
New Hope Audubon Society
T. Gilbert Pearson 

Audubon Society
Wake Audubon Society

Note:  Audubon North Carolina
makes every effort to list our
donor names correctly.  If you
see any corrections that need to
be made to this list, please
contact Karen Fernandez,
Director of Development, at
kfernandez@audubon.org or
919.929.3899.

Design by Leesa Brinkley Graphic Design Inc.

Photo credits: Lindsay Addison: Katie Bullard, Least Tern chick, Piping Plover; Mark Buckler: Pine Island; Katie Bullard: Lindsay Addison; Georges Duriaux: 

Lili Duriaux Chavaria with banded Wood Thrush; Walker Golder: Great Egret, Brown Pelican, Brown Pelican chicks, American Oystercatchers, Saltmarsh 

Sharp-tailed Sparrow, Least Terns, Black Skimmer, Bahamas research, Annual meeting photos, Prothonotary Warbler, Tundra Swans, Royal Tern colony; 

High Country Audubon Society: Field trip; Brinkley Hutchings: Andy Wood leading field trip; Ida Phillips: Curtis Smalling leading field trip, Andy Wood, 

Sign, Good Egg volunteers, Elk Knob State Park, Field trip; Jesse Pope: Northern Saw-whet Owl; Julia Roberts: Curtis Smalling; Curtis Smalling: 

Golden-Winged Warbler, Highlands Audubon Society volunteers, Julia Roberts, Observation platform dedication, View of Long Hope Valley from Elk Knob



Audubon North Carolina Board of Trustees

Joe Bearden
R a l e i g h

Karen Bearden
R a l e i g h

Rob Bierregaard
C h a r l o t t e

Dr. Norman Camp
R a l e i g h

Bill Davis
W i n s t o n - S a l e m

Alex Ewing

W i n s t o n - S a l e m

Lena Gallitano

R a l e i g h

Jonathan Howes

C h a p e l  H i l l

Henry Lancaster II

R a l e i g h

Phillip Manning

C h a p e l  H i l l

Bonnie Parker

A s h e v i l l e

Dr. James F. Parnell

( E m e r i t u s )  W i l m i n g t o n

David Paynter

W i l m i n g t o n

Rick Yates
R a l e i g h
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Audubon North Carolina

400 Silver Cedar Court, Suite 240

Chapel Hill, NC 27514 

919.929.3899 

919.929.4599 Fax

Coastal Office and Sanctuaries

7741 Market Street, Unit D 

Wilmington, NC 28411-9444 

910.686.7527

910.686.7587 Fax

Mountain Office

667 George Moretz Lane 

Boone, NC 28607 

828.265.0198

Donal C. O’Brien, Jr. 

Sanctuary and Audubon Center 

at Pine Island

300 Audubon Drive

Corolla, NC 28607

252.453.0603

252.453.0603 Fax


