


Audubon North Carolina is the state office of the
National Audubon Society representing 10,000
grassroots members and ten local chapters across
the state. With a century of conservation history
in North Carolina, Audubon strives to conserve
and restore the habitats we share with all wildlife,
focusing on the needs of birds. Audubon North
Carolina achieves its mission through a blend of
science-based research and conservation,

education and outreach, and advocacy.

www.ncaudubon.org

www.ncaudubonblog.org







No matter how common or rare, no matter the amount of time
spent in North Carolina and no matter the habitat they use,
birds matter. The only wildlife we can count on seeing every
day, we often take them for granted. But this is a mistake. Birds
literally cover our landscapes and because of this they are one
of the best barometers for how our environment is doing.
Where natural resources abound, so do birds. Where they are
compromised, bird health and populations decline. By
monitoring birds, we are monitoring the health of the

ecosystem we share with them every day.

Audubon is very proud of our unparalleled conservation
network. Each one of our ten chapters is involved in bird
conservation activities as well as hosting field trips educating

citizens about birds. Hundreds of people participate in these
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' A ' conservation projects and field trips. Thousands of citizen-

scientists turn in bird data through our Christmas Bird Count,
Backyard Bird Count and Hummingbirds at Home projects.
That adds up to a lot of people helping us know how birds are
doing and a lot of people helping to protect birds.




This year, we introduced a new initiative called Bird-Friendly
Communities (BFC). We wanted to reach more people where
they live in cities and towns and engage them in activities that
would make a difference for birds in urban areas. The first order
of business for this initiative was to convene a team of over 25
partner organizations to set priorities and goals. Kim Brand,
coordinator of the project says, “Bird-friendly communities
across North Carolina give birds the opportunity to succeed by
providing connected habitat dominated by native plants,
minimizing threats posed by the built environment, and
engaging people of all ages and backgrounds in stewardship of
nature.” BFC is already proving to be one of our most popular

programs.

We also made great strides in conservation planning for our
largest sanctuary, the Donal C. O’Brien Jr. Sanctuary and
Audubon Center, located in the Outer Banks. These 5,000 acres
offer a unique look into the past. The sanctuary, a former private
hunt club, hosts a historic hunting lodge, guide and caretaker

cottages and two garages. In the years to come, we intend to

revitalize and repurpose these existing buildings for meeting,
dining and lodging space for research and programs and
construct a research facility and visitors center. With at least
seven diverse ecosystems, the sanctuary provides a living
laboratory for researchers in a variety of fields. Under the
direction of Robbie Fearn, we are convening a group of
stakeholders to discuss the improved health and management

of both the sanctuary and Currituck Sound.

Engaging people to help protect birds is our highest priority.
Without your help, birds won't do as well. Without you, not as
many nests will be built and not as many babies will grow up to
make nests of their own. In the following pages, you will read
about all that we have been able to accomplish because of our
network of engaged citizens. People who take part in bird
counts, people who create backyard habitats that benefit birds,
people who leash their dogs on beaches so colonies of terns can
nest in peace and people who volunteer to manage their private
land to help threatened warblers. It is people who protect birds.
We thank you for being one of them.
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Royal Shoal and Legged Lump Two, tiny islands now washed
away, became the first coastal sanctuary islands in North Carolina,
ensuring that today we can enjoy the descendants of the birds
they hosted. Over a hundred years later, Audubon is still in North
Carolina, still on islands, still protecting birds. The modern
coastal sanctuary system was born in the 1970s thanks to a new
generation of conservationists. Today it encompasses 21 islands
and beach sites that protect one in three nesting waterbirds in
North Carolina. That means that one third of nesting waterbirds,
and their chicks, are under Audubon’s protection each and

€very year.

Why are sanctuaries important?
Our 21 sanctuaries give Audubon a head start in on-the-ground

conservation. Audubon sanctuaries are models for protection and

management of coastal birds and their habitats, where we apply
the best available science. They are places for scientific research
where we advance knowledge of coastal health, climate change
impacts, and how breeding, migration, and wintering locations

are connected for our coastal birds.

Beach bird stewards

Our beach bird stewards program has over 70 volunteers
contributing thousands of hours to educating coastal visitors
about nesting colonies of terns, skimmers and other birds. This
awareness campaign is directed to understanding that birds nest
directly on the sand in areas adjacent to recreation areas during
the spring and summer months. Face to face contact is helping
hundreds of visitors learn what it means to share our seas and

shores with birds.



BIRD-FRIENDLY
COMMUNITIES

With the population in North Carolina rising to an
estimated 12 million people over the next decade, the
pressure on remaining habitats will be unprecedented.
Housing, roads, energy, water and other infrastructure needs
will all create challenges for birds. Audubon’s approach of
working within the framework of an implementation team
comprised of 25 partner organizations is adding up to big
results. We are empowering individuals, businesses, and
others who manage our developed spaces to make easy and
effective choices in consideration of birds. This is an area of
conservation where every citizen can be engaged. In 2013,
the program initiated a Lights Out program for commercial
buildings in downtown areas of Winston-Salem, Raleigh
and Charlotte, involved hundreds of citizens and landscape
architects in planting native plants that provide food sources
for birds and engaged over 4,000 citizens in putting up nest
boxes for the declining Brown-headed Nuthatch.









PUTTING WORKING
LANDS TO WORK FOR
BIRDS AND PEOPLE

Working with private landowners is a critical piece of
the Working Lands initiative as 61% of North
Carolina’s 18.4 million acres of forest land is privately
owned. Ninety percent of that acreage is contained in
parcels of less than 50 acres and private lands comprise
about twenty percent of the total acreage of North
Carolina’s Important Bird Areas. Audubon North
Carolina has crafted an approach to forest management
that protects and restores habitats for birds while
simultaneously helping landowners enhance their
property in cost-effective ways. This year we targeted
landowners who met the criteria for the protection of
the Golden-winged Warbler, a species being considered
for endangered status. Fifty landowners responded to
our outreach and are managing over 3,000 acres for this

highly threatened species.



SAVING OUR

Audubon North Carolina and partners have identified

96 Important Bird Areas (IBAs) in North Carolina comprising
4.9 million acres. These are places that provide essential habitat
for one or more species of birds at some time during their annual
cycle of breeding, migration or wintering. Virtually every
conservation planning entity in the state recognizes that IBAs
are priority sites for long-term protection. The ways in which
this data is used is diverse: From influencing wind energy siting
decisions to providing years of population trend data to the
Department of the Interior, to protection of species threatened
by coastal engineering to preventing placement of an outlying
landing field near a major wintering ground for large waterfowl.

All of our state chapters have "adopted” one or more IBAs and

IMPORTANT BIRD AREAS

regularly monitor the bird populations and threats to them on
about 90% of all IBAs. Their data is entered into a national
database that provides critical information on the health of bird

populations.

Thirty of North Carolina's IBAs have been approved by BirdLife
International as globally significant. This means that the site is
important to the protection of the species on a global scale.
Protection of these species in North Carolina is critical to
preventing the world-wide population from plummeting. These
globally important bird areas include the Amphibolite
Mountains, which provide habitat for Golden-winged Warblers;
the Sandhills, which sustain Red-cockaded Woodpeckers; and
Lea-Hutaft Island, which is inhabited by Piping Plovers.






THE DONAL C.
O’BRIEN JR.
SANCTUARY AND
AUDUBON CENTER



Audubon owns and manages this once private hunting retreat thanks to the farsighted generosity of former owners

Earl and Jane Slick and an arrangement made more than 30 years ago between the Slick family and Donal O’Brien,
Jr., then chair of National Audubon's board of directors. The Audubon sanctuary is part of the Currituck Marshes-
Pine Island Important Bird Area, which is made up of an extensive system of marshes, creeks, channels, and open
water. We now manage nearly 5,000 acres of diverse habitat in Corolla. We welcomed Center Director Robbie
Fearn this year to lead the conservation plans for this incredible property. Robbie envisions a collaborative working
group who will set goals to improve the health of Currituck Sound, improve the waterfowl impoundments on the

property, and eventually aid us in establishing a national research institute with residential lodging.
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FISCAL YEAR 2014 REVENUE FISCAL YEAR 2014 EXPENSES
Investment Income $539,145  37% Salary and fringe $817,772  56%
Contributions $480,123  33% Facilities, operation, management $231,682 16%
Government Grants $254073  18% Professional services, travel $198,263 14%
Reserve Fund Transfer $142339  10% NAS Support Services $203,976  14%
Departmental Revenue Transfers $18,106 1% Total Expense $1,451,693

Earned Income $17,907 1%

Total Revenue $1,451,693






WINGS OF SUPPORT

Audubon North Carolina is deeply grateful to all the individuals, agencies, organizations, and foundations

that supported our mission this fiscal year, from July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2014. Thank you for helping to protect

our beautiful North Carolina birds and the habitats that support them. We truly could not do it without you!

Pearson Society
($1,000 and up)

We are grateful to our major donors
who provide substantial support for
the protection of our birds.
American Bird Conservancy
Anonymous
Audubon Society of
Forsyth County
Susan and David Baker
Karen and Joe Bearden
Anne C. Belanger
Rob Bierregaard and Cathy Dolan
Marjorie and Clem Bribitzer
Dr. and Mrs. Malcolm
McDougal Brown
Diane and Lee Butzin
Chris Canfield and Kate Finlayson
Cape Fear Garden Club
Edward and Barbara Carr
Mrs. Claire Christopher
Corolla Light Community
Association, Inc.
Bill and Betty Gray Davis
Larry and Linda G. Davis
Robert and Kerstin Doherty
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Earth Share North Carolina
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Pat Geiger
Heather Starck Hahn
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Lawrence Hicks Jr.
Richard and Zoila Hinson
Mary and Jonathan Howes
Brock and Patty Hutchins
Elizabeth Ijames
International Monetary Fund
Jack and Sue Jezorek
Margaret and Thomas Limbert
Lee Armstrong and Mike Lumpkin
Julia Mclver
Phil Manning
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Miles-McClellan Construction, Inc.
Ron Morris
Barbara and James Neal
National Fish and
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Audubon
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Bill and Judy Watson
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Rick and Barbara Yates

Donors up to $999
Robert Abney

Tina Adams

Lindsay Addison
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David and Diane Allison
AMBA International Inc
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Horace Andrews
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Claudia Austin

Larry and Louise Barden
Richard Barrett
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Rachel Bath

John Baugh
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Jeffrey Beck
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Christina Belford

Karen Bender

Betsy Bennett

Larry and Sheila Benninger

Richard and Christie Benoit

Allan Berg

Lee James Best, Jr.

Linda Bickel

Gerard J. Billarant
Birdhouse on the Greenway

Iwona Birk

Dianne Blanke

Patricia Blanton

Roger Bokeny

Karen Clarke and Barbara Bolt

John Bonestell

Kenneth Boni

Victoria Boreyko

Scott Shore and Rebecca Boston

David Bourne

Mary Blair Bowers

Henry W. Boyd

April J. Boyle
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Joanne M. Brassert

Donald Brewer

Janice Bridges

Millie and Edward Bromeier

Marshall Brooks

Robin Bedingfield and
Thomas Brown

Tim and Anne Brown

Thomas Brown

Greg Brown

Richard and Elizabeth Bruce

Norm Budnitz

Al Bugg

Steven Bullock

Mr. and Mrs. Elisha Bunting

Rebecca Burcham

Jackie Burke

Donna Burke

John Burt

Elizabeth Byerly

Sally H. Byrd

Lori Campbell

Susan Campbell

Patricia Campbell

Cape Fear Audubon Society

Linda Carmichael

Sherri Carpenter

George Carroll

Gleta Carswell

Mrs. LaRue Byrd Carter

Ana Maria Castanheira

Central Park School for Children

Betty Lou Chaika-Hawkins

Charles and Marieke Chancellor

Pat Chappell

Robert Cherry

Philip S. Church
Thomas and Marian Cionek
Kelly Clark

James P. Cleary

Marsha Coffman

Sue Cole

Lil Conley

Carolyn Connor

John Connors

Elizabeth Cook

Holly Cook-Wood

M. Ed Corey

Carlton and Cathy Craft
Andrea Crook

Eugenia Crotts

William Crowe

Pamela Culp

Martha Cutler
D.R.E.AM. Fund
Maxine Dalton
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Nancy Dannels

Linda Darden

Nancy Darrell

Thomas Hill Davis
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Laurel Degernes

Mark Desmond

Lee and Alan Dolan
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Arthur Epstein
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Louis Alton Eubanks
Susan Eure

Brian and Joan Evans
Edmund and Carver Farrar
Harold Farwell

Ruth Fazzari

Bill and Claudette Feimster
Kathryn Fenn

Karen Fernandez

Audrey A. Fisher

John Fisher

Linda Fisher

Kathleen Fleming

Tim Foley

Ivan and Lisa Forehand
Philip Fowler

Dr. and Mrs. J. Lawrence Frank

Nicholas Frankel

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Friedman

John Fussell

Frank and Carol Gailor
Charles Gallardo
Harold Garrish
Matthew Garrison
Brittney Gaspari

Carol Gearhart

Ulla Geratz

Peter and Katherine Gitto

Suzanne Glascock

Geoffrey Gledhill

Laura Godon

Jimmy W. Goldston

Shane Goodson

Roger and Mary Gorham

Rosemarie Goslen

Judy Grant

David Gray

Lula Elizabeth Griffin

Mildred Grimes

Eva Gruber

Marcia Guidoni

M. and Mrs. Michael Gwyn

Linda P. Haak

Pamela Timmons and Perry
Haaland

Gail H. Hall

Jackie Hall

John Harding

Janet Harlan

Cheryl Harper

Diane Harper

M. and Mrs. Harvey Harris

Paul Haskell

Jerome Hay

Jean Heide

Sharon Heinrich

Caren Helms

Vera Henderson

Jim and Ramona Hendrix

Cathy Hennessy

Alice Henry

Liz Hernandez

Dr. William Herring

Roy Herwig

Cynthia Hever

Jeff and Katie Hicks
Elizabeth Hill

Leslie Hines

Ed Hoeft

Mary Hoffman

Ruth Hogan

Mitzi Hole

Robert Holland

Frank Holleman

Bennett Hollenberg
Elizabeth Holsten
Beverly and Robert Holton
Adam and Maria Holtzman
Jay and Cheryl Horner
Sharon and David Horner
Susan Howcroft

Cora Howlett

Matt Hoyle

Leonard Huber

Mary Hulett

Mrs. Frances Allen Hunley
Jean Hunnicutt

Elizabeth Hunter
Hurricane Region PCA
Joyce E. Hussey-Jones
Stanley Hutchins
Kathleen Hutton

Wayne Irvin

George Ivey



Franklin and Nancy Ivey
Ms. Robbie Lane Smith Jackson
Susan Posey and Bill Jacobs
Christopher Jaquette
Hillary Jackson and Matt Jefferey
Samuel Jackson and Sarah Geer
Keith F. Jensen

K. L. Jensen

Wanda Johnson

Jillian Johnson

David Johnson

Christopher Jones

Anne Jones

Ronald Jordan
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Linda Julien

Dr. Kathie E. Kalmowitz
Sharon K. Kanavel
Michelle Kass

Jesse and Steven Kaufmann
Mary E. Keefe

Brian Kelly

James and Ellen Kelly
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Patrick Kennedy
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Kay Lambert
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Tyre Lasitter

Cynthia H. Lawrence
Betty Lazo

Paul Lee

Sidney D. Lee

Kathryn Lemar

David Lenat

Donald L. Lendle

Alan Lenk

Merrill Lester

Jo Ann Levo

Joann Lewis

Jacquelyn Lindner
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Janet Link

Jeffrey Llewellyn
Frederick and Paulette Lobdell
George and Judy Lockhart
Steve Long

Joe Long

Lower Neuse Bird Club
Gerry Luginbuhl

Mary Luke

Stevenson Lupton
Ferris Lyle

Elaine Maccormac

Niko Mackey

Sarah Madry

William Maine

Marcia Mandel

Janet Manning

Becky Marlin

Brent and Angela Martin
Jim and Mary Allen Martin
Richard and Pennie Martin
Patrick Martin

James H. Mashburn
Carol Massey

Captain Robert E. Massie
Holly Mathews

Joan McAllister

Julien McCarthy

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene McCarthy
Mr. Terry L. McClellan
Erin McCombs
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Marie McGlone
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Barbara McLaud

Rachel McLaughlin
Shelley McNeill

Lynne Meacham
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Ashley Merritt

Melissa Meyer

Marie Michl

Macky Miller
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Patricia Mitchell
Wayne Moore

Ken Moore

Kevin and Camille Morrison
Donna Lee Morytko
Glen Mowery
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Donald Mullaney
Margaret Mullins

Judy Murray
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Mr. and Mrs. John Neal
Cheryl Lynn Nelson
M. and Mrs. David Netting
Norbert Nevid

Mary Newport

Deirdre and Bill Newton
Judi Nicholson

Brenda Nolan

John Noll

Nell Noonan

Theodore Odell

Joan O'Keefe

Joy O'Keefe

Pamela O'Quinn
Pamela Orr

Paul R. Osmer

Penny Padley

Patrick Pagni

Jill Palmer

Jill Paul

Vivian Perry

Dwayne Perry

Andrew Pettifor

Susan Pettyjohn

Pamela Phillips

Piedmont Bird Club
Piedmont Plastics

Karen Piplani

Nancy Polansky

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Poole
Barbara Porter

Mary Craven Poteat

Gail Powell

Marilyn Powers

Susan Powers

Virginia Price

Terry G. Pridgen

Cynthia Protonotarios
Edith Pulliam

Bill and Cathy Punshon
Hoyt and Fiona Purcell
Lucy Ann Quintilliano
Martin and Donna Radder
Ms. Cathy Ramsey

Perry and Carol Rawson
Michelle Reeder

Pamela Reid

Scott Rhoney

Elizabeth C Richardson
Diana Ricketts

Dianne Riggs

Lola Roberts

Francine Roche
Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors
Peter L. Roda

Ellen Rodney

Charlotte Jones-Roe and Charles



E. Roe
Charles R. Roedel
Lindsey Rogers
Janet Rolison
Mary Jean Rollins
Louise Root
Rachel Roper
Rosa Patton and Ron
Rozzelle
David Routh
Charles R. Rowan
William Rowse
Robert Mitchell and Carla
Rudisin
Jim Ruff
Susie and John Ruhl
Lisa Sadler
Alice Sangster
Harriet Sato
Ms. Amy Sawyer
Beverly A. Scalise
Tony and Leslie Scardaci
Gary Schenk
William Schier
Gretchen Schlag
Margaret Schlubach

Michael and

Patricia Schober
David Schomberg
Muriel Schroeder
Gary Schweizer
Edward Scott
Judy Scurry
Lucien and Susan Sellet
Marcia Shaffer
Cindy Shannon
Maureen Shaw
Edwin Shealy
Phin Sheets
James P. Shelton
Mark Shields
Linda A. Shue
David and Kay Shuping
Carl Sigel
Theodore Simons
Walter Sinclair
Barbara Sites
Clyde Smith
Evelyn L. Smith
Mary Austin Smith
Gaye and Ted Smith
Mary Smith

David and Laurie Soboczak

John Soule

Charlotte and John Speltz
Brant Sprunger
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Charles and Lynda Stanley

John D. Stanton

Anne Steel

Lewis Stein
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David Sterling

David Stevens

Dorothy Stowe

Martha Strain
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Frank Street

Pat Strickland

Lowell Strine

Susan Strobel

Susan Strong
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Sullivan
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Sandra Sweitzer
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Michelle Szukala
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Barbara Taylor

Robert Telford

Janice Terry

Edward Testa

Laura Tetrev

Clarke Thacher
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Helen Thompson
Judy Thorne

Ruth Threatt

Judith Todd

Mrs. R. L. Todd
Mark Toles

Steven Tracy

Ginger Travis
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Robin Vaughn
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Audubon North Carolina Board of Trustees

David Baker
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Susan Baker
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Joe Bearden
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Karen Bearden
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Robert Doherty
Raleigh
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Photo credits: Great Blue Heron, Dark-eyed Junco, Great Egret in flight — Phil Fowler, Citizens on beach — Lindsay Addison
Bird friendly volunteers — Mary Alice Holley, Brian Crawford, Pectoral Sandpiper — Robert Oberfelder

Brown-headed Nuthatches on nestbox — David Disher, Birders on lake — Jeanne Tyrer, Great Egret in water — Emmett Westbrook
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